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BULGARIAN SCORFS
AT TIMES ARTICLE!=

Spokesman Doubts Ex:stéhée
of an Agent Quoted on Plot
m 1981 Agamst Pope
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Times on March 23, has questioned
whether & Bulgarian intelligence -offi-
~aalmenuonedmthereponacnmllyex-
ists. The official was reported to have
said that the Soviet secret police
wanted Pope John Paul II killed to pre-
vent Western subversion of Poland.
The Times article said a Bulgarian

intelligence official named Dimiter '

Savov had told lordan Mantarov, a Bul-
garian who later defected in France,
that the K.G.B., the Soviet mtelhgmce
and internal secunty agency, saw the
election of the Polish Pope in 1979 as a
threat to Soviet control over Poland.
Mr. Mantarov, identified in the arti-
cle as & deputy commercial attaché
with the Bulgarian Embassy in Paris,
. has been in French custody since his de-
fection in 198].
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Accordmgtothecomputerofthe
1ry of the Interior, nobody of that
works for the Bulganm State Securi
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no less than seven
p1eoftbatnameweretumdtohe‘wnrk J
in the militia, as factory guards, |

. |tm1ﬁcwntrollu's etc.”
S

Savov is a common Buigarian sur.
BRMe, .

Mr’rrmkw'scablegnmsaid e

“Dovouthmkmi;xaslat‘all hkelytkma«
- high-rahking o of an intelligence |
. ‘service that bad undertaken such an in-

- ,:anate top-aecretweranonasanat»

11emptontheliteotthe?opewmﬂdbeso.
! indiscreet

toan a.rtxclepubhsbedin‘l'heNewYorki ‘maintenance mechanic?.

| countries in Western Europe on what

The Bulgarian spokesman, Bovan f
Traikov, who heads the Bulgarian Teile- .

- graph Agency, the Government’s press

service, said in a cablegram sent:

March 31 that Mr. Mantarov had been

an employee of 2 Government compa-
iny, Agromachinaimpeks, which ex-
. ports farm equipment, and had worked
- in Paris as “‘a maintenance mechanic.”

This was a reiteration of a statement
- made last month by the Bulgarian Em.
' bassy in Rome.

As to the official .named Dimiter

| Savov, the cablegram said:

i “Whethersuchapersoneﬁstedcr‘: s "y
|not makes no substantial difference, : SOcialistcountries.

| but nevertheless a checkup was made. !
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as to disclose the plot to such |
. ;-a'motiey collection of people including |
} counterintelligence -agents and-evexm

'me‘nmesarticlefepmed that- Mx
‘Mantarov had told the French authori-
‘ties about his knowledge of the plot; it
also reported the resuits of a2 two-month
investigation by Nicholas Gage in seven

‘was known about the Italian investiga-
tion into purported Bulgarian invoive-

ment in the attempted assassination of -
- the Pope by-a Turkish terrorist,- Meb- 4

¢ met Ali Agca, on May 13,1981, - 1

Since his conviction;"Mr. Agca has |
implicated a Bulgarian state airline of-
ficial in Rome, Sergei 1. Antonov, in'the
plot and the Italians have had the Bul- |
garian under arrest and investigation.

The information in Mr. Gage’s article | i
‘was checked with independent sources ;

in the United States and in Europe who
said they believed Mr. Mantarov was &
Bulgearian agent, even though he was
not listed as an embassy attaché in
France, according 1o Craig R. Whitney,
foreign editor of The Times.

With regard to the assumption that
the Soviet Union and Bulgaria wanted
the Pope Kkilled to prevent the subver-
sion of Poland, the cablegram said:

““It is well known that the assassina-
tion of this Polish Pope, far from reduc- !
ing tension in Poland, would to the cop- :
trary have had a highly destabilizing ef- .
fect on the situation in that country. If
-anybody was going to profit from the
assassination of the Pope, it was not the



